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I. Course Description  
 
“Anthropology demands the open-mindedness with which one must look and listen, record in astonishment and wonder that which 
one would not have been able to guess.” – Margaret Mead 
 
   Anthropology is the study of human societies, their cultures, and their development. The aim of 
anthropology is to use a broad approach to gain an understanding of our past, present, future and address the 
problems humans face in biological, social and cultural life. This course will explore the evolution, similarity, 
and diversity of humankind through time. It will look at how we have evolved from a biologically and culturally 
weak species of primarily hunters and gatherers, to an advanced one that has the ability to cause catastrophic 
change with atomic weapons, but also create Doritos Locos tacos. The major units will look at what 
Anthropology is, how humans have evolved over time, including how we live, how we dress, what we believe, 
how we form groups, and how we provide for and interact with one another.  
 
II. Textbook  
While actual textbooks will not be used in this course, the textbook that provides the structure, order, and 
outline is Robert Lavenda’s Anthropology: What Does It Mean To Be Human?, which can be checked out from CPT 
Curtis as needed. HOWEVER, Using the Course Calendar and Resources on CANVAS is greatly beneficial and 
useful for success in this course. All powerpoints, assignments, due dates, and schedules are found there. In 
addition, you can ask questions, start discussions, and go “beyond” the classroom.  
 

III. Cadet Materials 
Cadets will need the following materials for class:  

 #2 pencils or ball-point pens (please no fountain pens or those likely to leak) 

 Folder or Binder to keep graded assignments, homework, etc. in 

 Each Cadet will be ISSUED a notebook (which will remain in the Classroom) for the purpose of 
answering daily journal questions and taking notes. This should NEVER leave the Classroom 
without CPT Curtis’ permission. (If a notebook is filled, another will be issued) 

 

IV. Instructional Organization  
Following the Classroom Entrance procedures, and roll, there will daily be a “Journal Question,” that Cadets 
are expected to write and respond to (along with the date). Each quarter these notebooks will be checked, and 
every day will be worth 5 points for the Cadet. These are EASY points to gain (100 pts total). Absent Cadets 
are expected to get the missing question from another Cadet, as well as any notes (or from the website). For 
full points each day, Cadets need the DATE, the QUESTION, and THEIR RESPONSE! 
 

V. Course Grading Policies, Assessments, & Procedures  
35%----Assignments / Quizzes / Group Work 
30%----Tests 
15%----Large Projects  

10%----Daily Notes  
10%---- Attendance

YOUR ASPIRE GRADE IS YOUR CURRENT GRADE (Do NOT look at Canvas and think, “I show 
nothing missing.” I promise to have Aspire updated and accurate at LEAST every Thursday night (and often 
more often).  
 
VI. Absences and Make-Up Policy 

 Any assignment not turned in on the due date will be recorded as “missing” on Aspire.  This grade will 
become permanent one week before the end of the quarter if not turned in. Late assignments are 
welcomed until the last week before a quarter ends, but after one week, you lose 5 points. Also, a late 



assignment MAY NOT reflect on Aspire until the following Thursday, if turned in late, as Thursday nights 
are the absolute grading update nights. 

 After a school-excused absence, Cadets will have the number of days absent +1 to make up assignments.  

 ASSIGNMENTS can be found on the Class Calendar, via class website (which is linked via Canvas). 
 
 
VII/VIII. Attendance and Tardiness 

 Cadets are expected to be standing in the Hall when the second bell rings. The Class Leader will call them 
to attention, and file in. At THAT point a Cadet is tardy, if they haven’t come into the classroom with the 
rest of the class (and they will need to go to the office to get a tardy slip).  If a Cadet absolutely MUST be 
late, whether it be restroom or other reason, they are expected to check in with the Class Leader (so as 
NOT to be marked tardy or absent). Any lateness that does not follow this protocol will result in a tardy, if less 
than 10 min. or an absences after 10 min.  
 

IX. Rules and Consequences 
Class Rules 

 All UMA rules concerning conduct, dress, and academic integrity apply in and out of the classroom. *See 
the handbook for the specific rules.  

 Come to class prepared. No going to your lockers. There will be a place in the classroom you will keep 
your assigned notebook. Study Guides will be provided for tests so as not to necessitate the notebook 
leaving class. If you must take it home for any reason, don’t forget to bring it back! 

 Cadets have the RIGHT to learn. Instructors have the RIGHT to teach. Anything that impedes 
another person’s ability to learn or mine to teach will result in discipline.  

 
Consequences 
Below is a list of possible consequences.  This list is not exclusive, and is not necessarily in order. 

 Verbal and/or written warning 

 Detention 

 Parent notification 

 Referral to an administrator 
X. Computer Usage 
Cadets must adhere to and follow UMA’s policies and guidelines for computer use. During this semester there 
will be several times Cadets will use computers to create presentations, research, or to complete other tasks. 
This use will be monitored and any misuse will be dealt with accordingly. 
 
XII. Honor Code  
Cadets are expected to do their own work. Any cheating will be cause for a loss of points on that assignment or 
test and referral to administration, as well as notification of parents. Plagiarism will be discussed in greater 
lengths during the term and as much care should be taken to give credit for another person’s work and ideas. 
 
XIII. Syllabus Acknowledgement and Information sheet  
The last sheet is a form that must be returned completed and signed by parent / guardians and the Cadet, and 
returned by the next class period. 
 
XIV. Parent Communication 
Every week there will be a class email sent to Parents and Cadets summarizing what was done in class that 
week, and upcoming assignments and topics. It is VITAL that the emails given to the office are correct, and 
up-to-date. 
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Syllabus Acknowledgement and Information Sheet 

CPT Curtis 

 

  

I have read and thoroughly understand with great detail the expectations, rules, and 

procedures that are expected of my Cadet enrolled in this course. I realize that I am 

responsible for these rules, regulations, procedures, and course requirements and I will be 

held accountable for the contents of this course syllabus. 

 

Cadet Name (Print): ___________________________________ Birthday ____________  

 

Cadet Signature:______________________________________ Date: _______________ 

 

 

 

Parents 

“I have read thoroughly the contents of this syllabus and discussed with my Cadet the 

expectations of him/her in this course.”  

 

Parent/Guardian Name (Print): ___________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________ Date: __________ 

 

Parent / Guardian Contact Information 

 

Name of Parent/Guardian(s): ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

 

Contact Phone Number:     (1) ___________________________________________ 

(2) ___________________________________________ 

 

Email Addresses*:     (1) ___________________________________________ 

(2) ___________________________________________ 

 

Weekly Emails will be sent to the ones recorded on Aspire.  

This sheet is merely to correct any that are not going through..  

Please contact the Main Office if you need to update yours. 

 

 

Cadet’s Email Address: _________________________________________________ 

 

* NOTE: From time to time Cadet work or pictures from class will be posted on the 

Class / Academy page (Cadet names will NOT be included) If you prefer your Cadet’s 

picture or work NOT appear, please email CPT Curtis at 

jcurtis@utahmilitaryacademy.org  
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